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Learning Objectives
Participants will be able to...

* Explain why discussion 1s useful 1n a course
" Describe some unique features of Harmonize

* Add and Setup a Harmonize board in their course
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WHY DISCUSSION?
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Student-Teacher Formative
Interaction assessment

Application
of learning

Student-Student Summative
interaction assessment
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Ways to Use a Discussion Board

Debate Role play
Reflection Ice breakers
Discussion

Help forum
Synthesis

Social forum
Peer Review
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Faculty Participation in Online
Discussions

= Be careful...
= Choose specific discussions to participate in

» Respond to key discussion posts from
learners and weave major themes, redirect,
or expand thinking

= |nteract with different learners in different
discussions

» Assign learners to moderate discussions
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Interactions to Encourage
Knowledge Construction and
Critical Thinking

Prompts Elaboration Clarification Weaving
Inferences
Perspectives and Implications Summary
Assumptions
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Student Leadership roles 1n
Discussion

= Student Moderator
= Develop prompts
" Probing questions
* Encouraging integration
* Student summarizer
" Summarize 2-3 times per week
= Jdentify and discuss major themes
= Faculty
* Communication with moderator / summarizer

= Weekly response
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WHY HARMONIZE?
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Discussion Tools at UR

Blackboard Discussion

I |I e Formal Discussion
« Written language skills

Voicethread

» Conversational Discussion
» Spoken language skills

Harmonize

e Written and spoken discussions
e Multiple milestones
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Harmonize Features

» Excellent for combining textual summaries
AND audio/video posting

= Allows for multiple due dates
» Allows for auto-grading
" Anonymous posting can be graded
* Limitation on size of video
|

recording/upload

= s=—
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USING HARMONIZE IN
BLACKBOARD
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Add to your Course

o
@ Create .'

4 Auto-Generate Modules

Copy Content
Harmonize
[f1 Upload

1 ContentMarket g

B Content Collection

=
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Harmonize Options

=' Which component would you like to add?

B Discussion

L] L ]
Encourage open-ended peer to peer conversations with course topic discussions. F u I I _feat u red D I SCU SS I O n

B Assignment

L] L] L]
Facilitate individual exploration and demonstration of understanding through in-depth, I e e r I 2 eVI eW A CtIVIty

independent work on course topics.

# PDF Annotation

Drive conversation around a PDF document, allowing students to annotate specific C OI I I pa ra b | e tO I e ru Sa I I

passages and content for discussion.

@ Poll

L]
Poll students to gather insight into course content and learning. S I l I l p I e po I |

@ Topic Q&A
Encourage topic-specific guestions with a Topic Q&A board that is separate from the
Course Q&A board.

Q&A — non-graded

®a Course Q&A

Inspire everyone to ask guestions and answer others through the course Q&A board.

%% Communication Center

Provide a single location to access Harmonize settings, discussions, course @&4A, and
more.
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Choose Discussion

=l Which component would you like to add?

> B Discussion

Encourage open-ended peer to peer conversations with course topic discussions.

B Assignment

Facilitate individual exploration and demonstration of understanding through in-depth,
independent work on course topics.

# PDF Annotation

Drive conversation around a PDF document, allowing students to annotate specific
passages and content for discussion.

@ Pon

Poll students to gather insight into course content and learning.

@ Topic Q&A

Encourage topic-specific questions with a Topic Q&A board that is separate from the
Course Q&A board.

Fa Course Q&A

Inspire everyone to ask questions and answer others through the course Q&A board.

% Communication Center

Provide a single location to access Harmonize settings, discussions, course Q&A, and
more.
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M| Discussion —
Select Existing ] Craate New
Encourage open-ended peer to peer conversations with course topic discussions.

slarmonize

Create Discussion

What is the title of the discussion?*

Name — Will appear in Blackboard

15 this discussion a graded assignment?

Points*

Points within Harmonize

( BaCk
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Edit in Bb to Add Due Date

i =' MName of Discussion Board

& Visible to students = £ Edit
No due date

h Face Off: All about Hockey
Name of Discus... ®

& Visible to students

Can also

°| Set Category

~ Set Points in Blackboard
Add Brief Description
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Click the Link to Setup Board

: :. Name of Discussion Board

@ Visible to students * & Edit
Mo due date

B Student Progress

fif Delete

=' Create Discussion

Name of Discussion Board

Use the Wizard Y

Enable the common features below to encourage timely, authentic participation. For assignments, you can also turn on auto-grading based on participation, if
desired. Be sure to read the linked help articles if this is your first time using these features!

O MNew to Harmonize? Watch This!

Due date is currently set to: 08/15/2025 11:59 PM

Configure Manually

How do | change the due date?

Encourage student participation by reguiring |1  post(s) 3 days before the due date and |1 comment(s) on the due date

Set Manually R

Automatically calculate and send individual grades to the gradebook based on each student's on-time completion of the listed participation
. requirements above.

How and when are grades calculated?

Write Instructions
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Requirements

=' Create Discussion

Mame of Discussion Board [ Configure Manually ]

1 Requirements

Enable the common features below to encourage timely, authentic participation. For assignments, you can also turn on auto-grading based on participation, if
desired. Be sure to read the linked help articles if this is your first time using these features!

Mew to Harmonize? Watch This!

Due date is currently set to: 08/15/2025 11:59 PM

How do | change the due date?

Encourage student participation by requiring 1 post(s) 3 days before the due date and 1 comment(s) on the due date

How do milestones impact grading?

Automatically calculate and send individual grades to the gradebook based on each student's on-time completion of the listed participation
O requirements above.

How and when are grades calculated?

Write Instructions




Instructions

Name of Discussion Board Configure Manuall

2 Instructions

Let Al suggest a starter activity or click "Write My Own Instructions” if you don't want to use AL

Learn more about Harmonize Brainstorm
My students are ready to...

Apply Their Knowledge (Complexity Level 3) @  Change

What should the Al include in your activity?* @

Learning Objectives (Optional)

Add Another Learning Objective

Write My Own Instructions | 4 Generate Instructions
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Setup Rubric and Coaching

Mame of Discussion Board [ Configure Manually ]

w “ 3 Rubric & Al Coach

The focus areas are set based on your earlier prompt, but it's essential they are detailed and reflect exactly what you want from your students. If a
focus area is labeled "Mot Coachable,” you can either disable Al Student Coaching or proceed with coaching enabled for the other focus areas. Add,
edit and delete as neaded.

Al Student Coaching: On ()

Focus Areas Regenerate Focus Areas ]

Clarity and QOrganization

Examine the clarity and organization of the student's submission. This includes logical flow of ideas, clear expression, proper grammar, and u}
adherence to any specified format guidelines.

Content and Comprehension

Measure the deoth of understanding and the relevance of the content orovided in relation to the oromot. This includes how well the s}
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Publish

Mame of Discussion Board Configure Manually ]

v e 4 Publish

Congratulations on completing your topic! Additional settings are available if you'd like to explore options for video durations, student grouping, word count
limitaticns on milestones, student facilitation, and maore.

Configure Additional Settings ] Publishl
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MANUAL SETUP OR EDIT
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How to Edit / Update

Requirements @ B Activity
1Post 50  1Commen t 50 0 Posts O Commen ts
© Due Tue, Aug 12 11:39 PM pts © Due Fri, Aug 13 11:52 PM pts
B Hide Instructions Watch Topic Grades & Activity ][ Edit ]

Edit to Change / Review Settings
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Discussion Instructions

Name of Discussion Board

Due Date
08/15/2025 11:59 PM @

Instructions Post Settings Milestone Due Dates & Auto-Grading Student Facilitators

Let Al help write your discussion prompt #) Generate Prompt

T Add Text

Format -~  Alignment ~ A - GO T

Write instructions

Instructions go here

Fress All+Fr+F10 (Optian+Fn+F10 an macOS) for tooibar,
& Add Media and Files

+ Drop files or click to browss

T O W@ o & a0 W /s
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Settings

Due Date

08/15/2025 11:58 PM @

Instructions  Post Settings  Milestone Due Dates & Auto-Grading  Student Facilitators POSt First Option

Post Settings

Hide all posts and comments from students who have NOT posted yet. @

Reaction Settings

Allow students to react to posts and comments. ‘:)

Insights Settings

Monitor activity and warn about students at risk of low participation @ ‘:)

Anonymous Settings

Posts and comments always show user's identity

All student posts and comments are anonymous Ano nym O u S POSti n g O pti O n

®
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Visibility Settings

° Students in Same © Private Between 7 Type Of Boa rd - Al | VS G rO u p

Visible to Everyone Grou Student &
P Instructors
All posts and comments are visible to everyone.
Default Layout
Grid Layout is ideal for studio courses, or courses with lots of images and attachments in posts. ﬂ
Grid List
Default CC Language
Set the default language to be used for automatic closed captions on video and audio uploads EHQ”Eh ~
and recordings
Video & Audio Duration Limit™* Minutes
Set the maximum number of minutes of video and/or audic recordings and uploads per student 5
post (B0 minutes maximum) ‘
Screen Capture Duration Limit* Minutes
Sat the maximum number of minutes of screen capture recording per student post (60 minutes 15 h

maximum}

Video Playback Quality

Allow student-uploaded videos to be played back at higher quality.

Tl
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Milestones

Mame of Discussion Board

Due Date

08/15/202511:59 PM @

Instructions  Post Settings  Milestone Due Dates & Auto-Grading  Student Facilitators

Milestone Date
Selecting a date to set milestone Complaete by dates relative to allows you to more easily shift

dates when making schedule changes or copying the course.
When you adjust the date value for this date the milestone Complete by dates will update
accordingly.

Set Milestone Complete by Dates Relative to

Due Date - Fri. Aug 15, 2025, 11:58 PM  ~

Tum on Participation Auto-Grading
Students automatically receive participation points by completing the milastone requirements.

Their participation grade is then submitted after the final due date.

Enter the participation points for completing each milestone balow.

Auto-grading on ()

Give Credit for Late Participation
Students can continue to earn participation points after the milestone due dates you set, up to

full credit.

Minimum Word Count for Posts
Enter the minimum number of words a post must contain to count toward completing a
milestone. Leave at 0 if there is no minimum.

Late participation does not earn points

Words

) h

Also for Comments
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Set up Milestones

Milestone Points 50 o
Complete By Requirements @
08/12/2025 B Posts = 1 o,
" at11:59 Pi Comments - 0 +
3 Days Before =
Due Date
Milestone Points 50 U
Complete By Requirements @
08/15/2025 S Posts = o0 +
* at 11:59 P T - 1 +
Due On
- Due Date 2

= Add Milestone Total Points 10

Paints will be convertaed to a percentage when the grade is submitted.

Total Requirements

These requirements must be met before a student's assignment will be Posts 1
submitted for grading. Comments
Reactions 0
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Facilitation Options

Name of Discussion Board

Due Date

08/15/2025 11:59 PM @

Instructions  Post Settings  Milestone Due Dates & Auto-Grading  Student Facilitators

Use student facilitators to help monitor the topic and encourage meaningful discussions.
Learn how student facilitators can enhance your online discussions.

Turn on Student Facilitation Facilitation Off

Discard Draft ][ Save Draft ] Publish
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Be sure to Publish

Discard Draft | | Save Draft |

— I
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DISCUSSION FEATURES
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Grid View of Posts

Oldest

Sort By:

View by: a EE

8 min
Anonymous Loris

8 min
Anonymous Leopard
adsfa
0 V]
Teacher

Comments

10 min
Lisa Brown &
test test
0 0 0
Teacher Comments Teacher

2 min
Lisa Brown &
imge test
2 0
Teacher

Comments
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List View of Posts

Viewby: 358 SortBy: | Oldest - Q
.‘, Lisa Brown &
h 10 min 1 Tetal Words
test
test
* Raply
Comments

Only viewable by you,
P Pl Continue Editing

. Anonymous Leopard

@ min 1 Total Words

test

test

ol React * Reply

Comments

Add Comment
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Requirements for Posting

=' Name of Discusgfion Board

students have completed the assignment. Visit Activity for details.

Requirements @ B Activity
1Post 50  1Comment 50 0O Posts (Q Comments
© Due Tue, Aug 12 11:59 PM pts © Due Fri, Aug 13 11:59 PM pts
B Hide Instructions Watch Topic Grades & Activity ][ Edit ]
Activity

Teaching styles are a significant aspect of educational experiences, impacting both how information is delivered and how students engage with content.
Reflecting on your experiences as a learner, you may recall a variety of teaching styles that have either inspired or challenged you. In this activity, you will
explore different teaching methodologies and consider their applications, modifications, and implications in diverse educational settings.

Please answer three of the following questions, ensuring you fully explain your logic and provide any necessary evidence or facts to support your answers:
1. How would you make use of adaptive t&ching strategies in a diverse classroom to enhance learning outcomes for all students?

2. What approach would you use to integrale technology into a traditional teaching style to improve student engagement and motivation?

3. Can you group different teaching styles haracteristics such as flexibility, creativity, and structure, and illustrate how these characteristics might

Instructions for Discussion

«igdy UNIVERSITYsROCHESTER




R Rubric Criteria

Examine the clarity and organization of the student's submission. This includes logical flow of ideas, clear expression, proper grammar, and adherence to any
specified format guidelines.

B What Does Success Look Like?

Content and Comprehension
Measure the depth of understanding and the relevance of the content provided in relation to the prompt. This includes how well the student answers the
prompt with accurate and complete information.

Original Thinking
Evaluate the ariginality and insightfulness of the student's ideas and arguments. This includes how well the student presents a unigue perspective and offers
creative solutions or thoughts on the topic.

Use of Evidence and Support
Assess the guality and relevance of evidence used to support statements and arguments. This includes the commect use of citations and incorporation of
readings or external sources to strengthen responses.

=+ create new post ——

Wiew by: EEE = SortBy: | Oldest - Q




Multimedia Posting options

Lisa Brown &
Create Post

Subject

uuuuuuuuuuuu

Text

Record audio/video/screen

& Add Media and Fi

code 1

o

B W £ o8 00 B S <«

media —" 4jink annotate
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Annotation

# Image with Notes: San_Diegol.jpg

Lisa Brown e

San_Diegol.jpg
Now

Tools Vv

‘ El 100% v 3px v 7] Pressure Sensitivity x 3px v

imge test
L 4
image added Z
»
¥
Qe
S
8
JPEG | 708K
San_Diego1 ®

# Respand by Drawing
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GRADING IN HARMONIZE
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Requirements @

1Post
© Due Tue, Aug 12 11:39 PM

B Hide instructions

Grading

Grades & Activity to see
contributions by Student

E Acfvity
50 1 Comment 50 O Pgets 0 Comments
pts © Due Fri, Aug 13 11:52 PM pts
Watch Topic [ Grades & Activity ][ Edit ]
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Auto-Grading

On first milestone

date system will | . o
award pointsto " e
student that met L commen I
milestone criteria

On second - g
milestone date, = e ) G
system will award
points to students
that met milestone

criteria

”—; UNIVERSITYROCHESTER




Public Topic Activity

User Posts

Scenario 3

Display 0 Deleted Items

Comments

3 Hide Activity

180 Total Words

hming course. At first, it might seem

ents use what they know to produce
Bauires organizing ideas, explaining

onomv emnhasizas the stane of

1 UNIVERSITY ROCHESTER

Milestones (Public)

© 1 Post
© Due Thuy, Feb 20 11:59 PM

Completed 02/20/25 12:05 PM
L]

@ 1 Comment
© Due Sun, Feb 23 11:59 PM

Completed 02/22/25 1212 PM
L]

Public Activity Totals

4 Posts & Comments

+ 1 Post

* 3 Comments




Regular Grading

Instructor will come into e — )
system after due date e — B
and award points based = 7

on student participation — o o

DDDDD
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Review by Student

Showing Activity for o)  Alstudents v

Discussion Activity by Student

Students with incomplete submissions

Student Name Posts Comments Reactions
@ 1 1 0
m 1 1 0
1 1 0
o 1 2 0

@8 UNIVERSITY*ROCHESTER

Q)

Milestone Progress

@ complete

@ complete

@ complete

@ complete

Submitted Grade

2/2

2(2

2/2

2/2

Last Interaction

03/01/25 2:26 PM

03/01/25 4:45 PM

03/02/25 2:58 PM

03/02/25 1:15 AM

Final Due Date

03/02/25 11:59 PM

03/02/25 11:53 PM

03/02/2511:59 PM

03/02/25 11:59 PM



Individual Contribution

@ @ Assignment [ c Topic Activit ]
® ¥ Create an Assessment (M8) Activity SRES TN

Showing Activity for @ E & Previous person ] 10f 6 [ Next person =2 ]
&

5 = g Grade 2.0 /2
@ Fauzi Abdillah has work available for review.

Gradebook Comment

&
Public Topic Activity Display O Deleted Items Milestones (Public) { Written Feedback '/
User Posts Comments © 1 Post

© Due Thy, Feb 27 11:59 PM

1 1 Hide Activity Completed 02/27/25 12:27 PM

® 1 Comment
@ Due Sun, Mar 2 11:59 PM

Completed 03/01/25 2:26 PM

Eah 27

AR Trtal Wnrre
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OTHER HARMONIZE TOOLS
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Harmonize Options

=' Which component would you like to add?

B Discussion

L] L ]
Encourage open-ended peer to peer conversations with course topic discussions. F u I I _feat u red D I SCU SS I O n

B Assignment

L] L] L]
Facilitate individual exploration and demonstration of understanding through in-depth, I e e r I 2 eVI eW A CtIVIty

independent work on course topics.

# PDF Annotation

Drive conversation around a PDF document, allowing students to annotate specific C OI I I pa ra b I e to I e ru Sa I I

passages and content for discussion.

@ Poll

| ]
Poll students to gather insight into course content and learning. S I l I I p I e po | |

@ Topic Q&A

Encourage topic-specific guestions with a Topic Q&A board that is separate from the
Course Q&A board.

Q&A — non-graded

®a Course Q&A

Inspire everyone to ask guestions and answer others through the course Q&A board.

%% Communication Center

Provide a single location to access Harmonize settings, discussions, course @&4A, and
more.
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Create a New Poll

slarmonize

Create Poll

What is the title of the poll?*

Is this poll a graded assignment?

Mot Graded

Points*

100.0
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Edit the course item

I Sample poll @

® Visible to students -

£ Edit
[J Openin new window
Ed sStudent Progress \

[] Allow class conversations

fy Delete
Due date
o Date Time ®
Grade using Points -
Maximum points 100

Grade category

Select Category -

Formative Tools

D Formative asses=ment
This is not automatically excluded from any
grade calculations.

Display formative label to students
Description

Add a description
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Poll Creation

Poll Title*

Sample poll

‘You may add more than one poll per assignment. Students will be graded on the percent of polls completed.
@ Add Poll
Each participant can select only one answer and their answer cannot be changed. The poll cannot be edited after responses are received, however you may

delete the poll at any time.

Paoll Prompt*®

Set Poll Options

Please add one or more options.

X
+ Add Option
Show Results to Others
You will always be able to see the results and close the poll at any time.
Select settings
After participant votes or the poll is closed ~

@0 UNIVERSITY* ROCHESTER
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Poll View

Poll: Who do you think will win tonights baseball game?

You may only respond to this poll one time.

Yankess

Meis

[ Skip voting and go to results ]

0 participants responded.

The poll is open. Results will be available to each participant after voting and to others after the poll is closed.

Close Poll [ Download Poll Results ]

t UNIVERSITYROCHESTER




Course / Topic Q&A

slarmonize
Create Topic Q&A

What is the title of the topic Q&A7*

Module 1 Topic

¢ Back Create Topic Q&A

@8] UNIVERSITY+ ROCHESTER




Q&A Post Settings

Title*

kModule 1 Topic

Anonymous settings

Audio/Video duration limits

nstructions  Post Settings

Anonymous Settings

Always show user's identity
Allaw anafymous questions and responses @

All student questions and responses are ananymous @

Default CC Language

o b wsed Tor automaltic closed

ans on video and audio uplocads

fie defaul

Video & Audio Duration Limit*

he inuites of video

el uploads per Sludent
) L L R 1)

Screen capture duration lmitS o s st o

Video quality settings

Best Answer

#52 UNIVERSITY~ ROCHESTER!

i M)

Video Playback Quality

aliew student-uploaded videos to be played back a1 higher guality.

Best Answer

Selecied by the Question
Selected by Instruetor Only S ; - Clnem Mo Best Answer

per queston.

The guestion author and instructors can select and edit which respanse is the best answer for 2 question, but only one best answer can be selected

English -

Minutes

5

Miniites



PDF ANNOTATION
PEER REVIEW
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PDF Annotation

» Recommend using Perusall for detailed
annotation, auto-grading

» This tools useful 1f you want a simple tool
where you can review students' comments
and you are already using Harmonize 1n
other ways

&2, UNIVERSITY« ROCHESTER
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Generate Assignment

sdlarmonize

Create PDF Annotation

What is the title of the PDF Annotation?*
Annotate assignment
Upload a single PDF for Annotation:*

=+ Click here or drag and drop to add a POF.

Is this PDF Annotation a graded assignment?

Mot Graded

Points*®

100.0

¢ Back Create PDF Annotation
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Settings

Annotate assignment

PDF
StudentsPerspectiveValuablelnsights_Whitepaper_US_Ed_v1.pdf

Instructions  Annotation Settings

Visibility Settings

L] O :
Students in Same Private Between
Visible to Everyone Student &
Group
Instructors

All annotations and replies are visible to everyone.

J;; UNIVERSITY+ ROCHESTER




Annotation Tools

' it is also to support their family or to take advantage of broader employment opportunities. Owerall, as seen with th
A T . . §
mativation to enroll, the large ity of students are motivated to complete their degree because of the benefits

be gained from eaming the de .

. This further supports using cutcomes- based information in communication with prospective st .
vpparis using : prasp=e Annotations

highlighting this type of content on the website, with a focus on earning potential, broader empk

amd preparation for a career. This could help draw more students to the university as students w

(% alignment with their expectations. 2 min
g
—>5 ¢
Students Continue to Face Challenges @
@ Students face a variety of challenges during their university career. By being aware of these cha
keadership will be better asble to identify opportunities to support students and, in so daing, help This is interesting
& Reply
Mow
C——
[ ]
@Lisa Brownl like this comment
. Reply

{ zofda 3
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Students - Your Activity

[ Your Activity ]

Annotations

Summary| b 2 Annotations 1 Replies 4 of 4 Annotations Viewed
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Instructor - Grades

[ Grades & Activity ][ Edit ]

[ I P 1 Ready To Grade 08/06/25 4:10 PM

”"—:;1 UNIVERSITY«ROCHESTER




Vi

Grading View

[ € Previous person ] 10 of 10 [ Next person — ]

]
Overall Feedback
Grade /100
Gradebook Comment
Annotations
Only show Dennis Tesla's activity
%
Submit & Next
‘if_ l | —
This is interesting
v
& Reply
s =
51
——h
]
@Lisa Brownl like this comment
. Reply
p v
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Peer Review

* This was just released.

= Create an opportunity for your students to
collaborate and share their individual views
and knowledge with their classmates
regarding papers or projects. This feedback
benefits the student author and the student
reviewer and can be a great addition beyond
the feedback from the professor.

sy UNIVERSITY s ROCHESTER




Peer Review

Harmonize

' Which component would you like to add?

B, Discussion

Encourage peer conversations with support for text, imagery, video, screenshare and more. Multiple Due Dates with auto-
grading, Al instructions, rubric building, and coaching also available.

32 Peer Review

Easier to setup, manage and grade in addition to better support for late submissions. Critique tools for documents, video,
image & screenshare. Al instructions, rubric building and coaching also available.

# PDF Annotation

Move the discussion to within a PDF by allowing highlighting and conversation to happen in the text. Encourages reading
comprehension,

B Individual Assignment

Individual assignments that don't include peer-to-peer discussion. Includes support for documents, videos, images, screen
sharing and critique tools for the instructor. Al instructions, rubric building and coaching are also available.

@ pol

Poll students to gather insight into course content and learning.

@ Topic Q&A

A separate pool of questions and answers from the course Q&A that are only accessible from where you add it. Useful to
isolate module specific questions within a module,

Fa Course Q&A

A course-wide pool of questions and answers that are available throughout the duration of the course and from everywhere
you add a Course Q&A item.

Communication Center

Provide a single location to access Harmonize settings, discussions, course Q&A, and mare.

® Chat

Help students collaborate and connect with others through private messages and group conversations.
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Create a New Peer Review

slarmonize

Create Peer Review

What is the title of the peer review?*
Peer Review assignment

Is this a graded peer review?

Mot Graded

Points*

100.0

¢ Back Create Peer Review

/—-;L UNIVERSITYROCHESTER




Generating the Requirements

a .
.' Create Peer Review

Peer Review assignment Configure Manually

1 Reguirements

Enable the common features below to encourage timely, authentic participation. For graded items, you can also turn on auto-grading based on participation, if
desired. Be sure to read the linked help articles if this is your first time using these features!

Mew to Harmonize? Watch This!

Due date is currently set to: 08/28/2025 11:59 PM

How do | change the due date?

Students' 1 assignment post will be due 4 days before the due date and 2  peer review(s) on the due date

How do milestones impact grading?

Automatically calculate and send individual grades to the gradebook based on each student’s on-time completion of the listed participation
requirements above.

How and when are grades calculated?

JL UNIVERSITY* ROCHESTER




Generating the Instructions

=' Create Peer Review

Peer Review assignment [ Configure Manually

ve 2  Instructions

Let Al suggest a starter activity or click "Write My Own Instructions” if you don't want to use Al

Please note: Don't enter any instructions about peer reviews here, just instructions around the assignment post students will create. Peer review instructions
are covered in a different section.

Learn more about Harmonize Brainstorm
My students are ready to...

Apply Their Knowledge (Complexity Level 3) @  Change

What should the Al include in your activity?* @

Learning Objectives (Optional)

Add Another Learning Objective

Write My Own Instructions ‘ <+l Generate Instructions

{E UNIVERSITY+ ROCHESTER




Generating the Topic Areas

=. Create Peer Review

Peer Review assignment [ Configure Manually

o " 3  Rubric & Al Coach

The focus areas are set based on your earlier prompt, but it's essential they are detailed and reflect exactly what you want from your students. If a
focus area is labeled "Not Coachable,” you can either disable Al Student Coaching or proceed with coaching enabled for the other focus areas. Add,

edit and delete as needed.

Al Student Coaching: On ()

Focus Areas Regenerate Focus Areas ]

Adherence to Guidelines

Criteria that focus on adherence to assignment guidelines, proper citations, and meeting the word count requirements.

Clarity and Organization

Assesses the organization of ideas and clarity of expression, including coherence, logical flow, and effective communication.

Content and Understanding

4 UNIVERSITY ROCHESTER




Al Generated Rubric

Eric's Peer Review 1 [ Configure Manually

o “ 3 Rubric & Al Coach

Use the pencil icons below to edit the content, headings, or point totals. If the descriptions seem off, return to the previous sereen to edit the focus

areas.
[ £ Reverse Rating Order
Total Points: 100
Focus Area Poor/Missing Developing Proficient Excellent &
9 pts| 17 pts 26 pts 34 pts
Fails to convey the main ideas |Partially conveys the main  |[Mostly conveys the main ideas [Clearly conveys the main ideas
Comprehension and central themes of the ideas and central themes  [and central themes accurately and central themes of the
and Clarity original content. Demonstrates |put with noticeable and effectively. Minor original content with high f
Py a lack of understanding, with  inaccuracies or omissions.  [inaccuracies or omissions may faccuracy and precision. =
major inaccuracies or Demonstrates a basic be present but do not Demonstrates a thorough and
lomissions. understanding but lacks significantly detract from nuanced understanding.
clarity in some areas. clarity or understanding.
9 pts| 17 pts 25 pts 33 pts
The submission lacks creativity [The submission shows The submission includes The submission is highly
land does not provide any minimal creativity or insight. [creative elements and offers  fcreative, offering deep insights
Creativity and |additional insights into the There might be minor some insightful perspectives  jand a fresh perspective on the
Insight original content's theme. There [attempts to enhance the that enhance the original original content's theme. The o)
(] is little to no engagement with |original theme, but they are |content's theme. There is clear |student has gone beyond basic
the material beyond basic underdeveloped and do not [engagement with the material, requirements to enhance
translation, offering no new significantly add to the though further depth could be understanding and engagement
perspective. comprehension. achieved. with the material.
9 pts| 17 pts 25 pts 33 pts
pear Failed to submit the Submitted the assignment  [Submitted the assignment on  Submitted the assignment on
Engagement assignment on time and did not|late or provided only one time and provided feedback to time and provided two well- f
Py provide any feedback to peers. piece of feedback to peers, |peers, but the feedback lacked |considered, constructive =
Shows no engagement with thewith little adherence to peer |depth or missed some peer feedback to peers, fully adhering
peer review process. review guidelines. review guidelines. to peer review guidelines.

[“opaate Focus ress
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Publish the Peer Review

a .
l' Create Peer Review @ Full rubric successfully saved x
Peer Review assignment Configure Manually
" v v 4 Publish

Configure additional settings:
* Peer Review Instructions (Default set provided)
» Anonymity Settings (Reviewers are anonymous by default)
« Word Count Minimums (200 words is the default for each review)
» Additional Auto-Grading Options
+ Video/Audio Duration Limits

Configure Additional Settings ] w
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Generating the Peer Review
Guidelines

Peer Review Instructions

Thiese instructions will display by default during the peer review phase of the assignment, but will still be accessible during the initizl phase.
T Add Text
Format.  Alignment. A - o 3

Peer Review Guidelines

When reviewing your peer's work, focus on the following key are

Specificity & Detail

= Refzrence specific sections, mome or concepts when giving feedback.
» Instzad of saying, "This part iz unclear,” say, "The argument in paragraph three could be clearer if you explain how X connects to ¥."
» Use examples and, if possible. suggest alternative possibilities.

Alignment with the Assignment Instructions, Rubric, and Grading Criteria

= Make sure your feedback directly relates 1o the assignment instructions, especially the rubric or grading criteria (if present).

ssignment instructions emphasize photograph compasition, for example. focus on that rather than the subject of the photograph.
languag: xm the assignment instructions where possible, drawing especially from the rubric or grading criteria {if present). For
sxample, “Your presentation is strong, but you n=ed to make

contact with the camera, as noted under "Audience Engagement.™

Constructive Suggestions for Improvement

» Don't just point out strengths or weakne
= In

s - offer concrete suggestions.

ad of just zaying, "Your lab report didn’t have the right sections,” try a suggestion: *Consider adding & methods section that
concisely explains what you did.”

= Even if something is strong, suggsstways 1o enhance it further.

Tone, Positivity, and Professionalism

» Be respectful and supportive - avoid harsh or dismissive criticism.

= Usze a constructive, selution-focused approach.

= Avoid phrazes like, “This part didnt work™ and instead say, "This part could be better if you explain/dal/changs X
= A great review encourages your peer while still pointing out areas for growth.

By following thess guidelines, you'll contribute to 8 more mesningful peer review process that helps both you and your clazsmates improve.

Frass AiteFr+F10 (Option+Fns F10 ¢
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Assignment Settings

Instructions  Assignment Settings Peer Review  Milestone Due Dates & Auto-Grading

Anonymous Settings

Posts and comments always show user's identity (]
All student posts and comments are anonymous @ (8]

Default CC Language

Set the default language to be used for automatic closed captions on video and audio uploads English b
and recordings

Video & Audio Duration Limit* Minutes

Set the maximum number of minutes of video and/or audio recordings and uploads per student g
post (60 minutes maximum)

Screen Capture Duration Limit* Minutes
Set the maximum number of minutes of screen capture recording per student post (60 minutes 15
maximum})

Video Playback Quality

Allow student-uploaded videos to be played back at higher gquality.

Discard Draft ] [ Save Draft ]m

J'O@_'L UNIVERSITYROCHESTER




Peer Review Settings

Peer Review Anonymous Settings

Control whether all peer reviews will be anonymous or not. Please note that peer reviews must be ancnymous if the assignment allows or requires
anonymity.

Peer Reviews always show user's identity s

All peer reviews are anonymous -

Peer Review Assigning

Harmonize assigns peer reviews as each student starts a new review to increase the likelihood that all students receive an equal amount of feedback.
You can choose how large a pool of peers Harmonize can choose from based on the options below. Please note that as pools of students get smaller,
there's a higher risk that students may run out of peers to review.

Any Participating * Students in Same Q
Student Group

Peer reviews can be assigned to any participating student

! Reviews"*
Number of Peer Reviews

Each student will be required to complete the number of peer reviews set here.

t UNIVERSITYROCHESTER




Peer Review Settings
(using groups)

Content  Calendar Announcements Discussions  Gradebook  Messages  Analytics Groups  Achievements @ Student Preview
Manage Groups 1] Import Group Set @ New Group Set
Group Set = Members +

Thinking Partners 2 Groups

@ Hidden from students «

Fﬁl Group 1 .
Show Members /5 )
&f{ Groupz o
lambears 3/5 (max)

i

Peer Review Assigning

Harmonize assigns peer reviews as each student starts a new review to increase the likelihood that all students receive an equal amount of feedback.
You can choose how large a pool of peers Harmonize can choose from based on the options below. Please note that as pools of students get smaller,
there's a higher risk that students may run out of peers to review.

o] L]
Any Participating Students in Same
Student Group

Peer reviews can only be assigned between students in the same group within the selected group set:

Group Set  Thinking Partners Time since last sync: Now m

) w2y UNIVERSITY+ ROCHESTER




Milestone Due Dates and Auto-
Grading Settings

Instructions  Assignment Settings  Peer Review  Milestone Due Dates & Auto-Grading

Milestone Date

Selecting a date to set milestone Complate by dates relative to allows you to more easily shift
dates when making schedule changes or copying the course.

When you adjust the date value for this date the milestone Complete by dates will update Due Date - Fri. Aug 29, 2025, 1158 PM ~
accordingly.

Set Milestone Complete by Dates Relative to

Turn on Participation Auto-Grading
Students automatically receive participation points by completing the milestone requirements.

Their participation grade is then submitted after the final due date. Auto-grading on ()

Enter the participation points for completing each milestone below.

Give Credit for Late Participation

Students can continue to earn participation points after the milestone due dates you set, up to Late participation does not earn points

full credit.

Minimum Word Count for Posts Words
Enter the minimum number of words a post must contain to count toward complating 2

milestone. Leave at 0 if there is no minimum. 0
Minimum Word Count for Peer Reviews Words
Enter the minimum number of words a peer review must contain to count toward completing a

milestone. Leave at O if there is no minimum. 200

@0 UNIVERSITY* ROCHESTER
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Milestone Due Dates and Auto-
Grading Settings

Milestone
Complete By
08/25/2025 B8
* at 11:50 PM
4 Days Before o
Due Date
Milestone
Complete By
08/29/2025 B
* at 11:50 PM
Due On
- Due Date .

Total Requirements

These requirements must be met before a student's assignment will be
submitted for grading.

UNIVERSITY ROCHESTER

Points = 50

Requirements @

Posts - 1 +

Peer Reviews - (4] +

Controfled by Peer Review Settings

Points = 50

Requirements @

Posts - (4] +

Peer Reviews - 2 -+

Controfled by Peer Review Settings

Total Points Q1

Points will be converted to a percentage when the grade is submitte

Posts 1

Peer Reviews 2




Publishing your Peer Review
Assignment

=. Peer Review assignment ..'J == a) W ﬁ [53 a

0 students have completed the assignment. Visit Activity for details.

Requirements @ E2 Activity
1Post 50 2 Peer Reviews 50 O Reviews 0 Replies
© Due Mon, Aug 25 11:59 PM pts © Due Fri, Aug 29 11:59 PM pts
B Hide Instructions Watch Assignment Grades & Activity ][ Edit ]
All Instructions How does Peer Review work?
B Assignment Post Instructions b
B Peer Review Instructions >
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Getting Help

Online Documentation

https://tech.rochester.edu/services/learning-management-system/

Additional Workshops
https://tech.rochester.edu/blackboard-ultra-training/

Saving Faculty Time — August 14
Ultra Workshops — August7#-12, 14

9 UNIVERSITYROCHESTER



https://tech.rochester.edu/services/learning-management-system/
https://tech.rochester.edu/services/learning-management-system/
https://tech.rochester.edu/services/learning-management-system/
https://tech.rochester.edu/services/learning-management-system/
https://tech.rochester.edu/services/learning-management-system/
https://tech.rochester.edu/blackboard-ultra-training/
https://tech.rochester.edu/blackboard-ultra-training/
https://tech.rochester.edu/blackboard-ultra-training/
https://tech.rochester.edu/blackboard-ultra-training/
https://tech.rochester.edu/blackboard-ultra-training/

Reach Out!

Blackboard Support
Digital Instructional Design Support

UnivITHelp@Rochester.edu
275-2000
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THANK YOU
QUESTIONS?
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