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Workshop Learning Objectives
Participants will be able to…

• Identify instructional use cases for tools offered at UR

• Match tools to specific teaching

• Select at least 1–2 tools to pilot in their own teaching
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This is not a HOW-TO Workshop
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Common 
Instructional 
Needs
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Deeper thinking and interaction

Engage with content before class

Quick idea generation or feedback

Collective thinking

Active engagement with content

Check understanding

Real time insight into student thinking

Track participation
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Start with the Goal, Not the Tool
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You want real-time insight into student thinking

You need quick feedback during class

You want to track participation easily

You want students to engage with content before 
class

You need students to check their understanding

You want all students contributing at once
You need quick idea generation or feedback

You want visible, collective thinking

You want deeper thinking and interaction

Participation and Feedback

Interactive Content
Knowledge Checks

Collaboration and 
Co-Creation

Discussion and Dialogue
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Tying it to the Tools
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Participation and 
Feedback
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Participation and Feedback
You want real-time insight into student thinking

You need quick feedback during class

You want to track participation easily
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Tracking participation and attendance trends

Real-time polling during class
Mid-lecture comprehension checks

Opinion polls to spark discussion

Online SynchronousIn-person or Online
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Qwickly Attendance
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Qwickly: Begin Setup
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Qwickly: Settings
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Course Name
Course ID
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Qwickly: Attendance Taking Methods
• Small Class (under 30 students)

• List – Manual

• Medium Size Class (30-75 students)
• Card Reader – Using Student ID card and reader

• Larger Class (over 75 students)
• Check-in – PIN
• Check-in – QR code (uses mobile app)
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Qwickly: Grading
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Poll Everywhere
https://www.polleverywhere.com 

Create your account

Create Activities

Present Activites 
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https://www.polleverywhere.com/
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Home Screen
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Many Types of Activities

As shown from web site
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Demo
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PollEv.com/lisabrown528
Send lisabrown528 to 22333

https://pollev.com/lisabrown528
https://pollev.com/lisabrown528
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Zoom Polling Feature
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Demo
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Interactive Content
Knowledge Checks
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Interactive Content / Knowledge Checks
You want students to engage with content before class

You need students to check their understanding
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Embed questions into videos
“Watch and respond” video lectures

Practice quizzes with feedback

Create “self-check” knowledge checks
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Blackboard Knowledge Checks
• Ungraded questions
• Located within a Document
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Add a Knowledge Check
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Example
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Instructor sees statistics
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Blackboard Tests
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Best Practices
• Use Auto-graded question types

• Multiple Choice, True/False, Matching, Hot Spot

• Provide feedback for correct and incorrect answers
• Settings for Assessment Results

• Show all after submission or after due date

• Auto-post grades
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Panopto Video Quiz - Steps
• Add Panopto to your course (Panopto Course Folder Tool)
• Create your video (Zoom recording works for this)
• Upload your video (through the Course folder tool)
• Edit your video in Panopto and add a Quiz question 
• Add the Panopto Quiz tool into your course
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Choose the video and grading type
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List of videos in 
course folder
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Collaboration and 
Co-Creation
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Collaboration and Co-Creation
You want all students contributing at once

You need quick idea generation or feedback
You want visible, collective thinking
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Group concept mapping
Brainstorming and idea generation
Shared resource boards
Anonymous idea sharing

Online Synchronous
Participation

Synchronous or 
Asynchronous participation
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Padlet
• Create your account
• Login and create your Padlet
• Set Share properly
• Share the link
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https://tech.rochester.edu/padlet/
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Using Padlet within Blackboard
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Allows for Grading based on Posts

Allows you to create a template and 
each student generates their own 
version

Students are all named when 
commenting/posting
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Select Padlet and Settings
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Grading available

Choose from existing padlets

Is this a template?

Names of Padlets
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Demo
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https://padlet.com/rochester/whiteboard-example-e1yecq3yevm35k2x
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Zoom Whiteboard
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Demo
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Discussion and 
Dialogue
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Discussion and Dialogue
You want deeper thinking and interaction
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Visual/media critique with voice comments

Pre-class reading discussions Multi-faceted discussion threads

Text-based discussion threads
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Blackboard Discussion Board
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Best Practices
• Create a good prompt – Use AI to assist
• Set Due Dates

• First for posting
• Second for replies

• Use Post First if you need students to post 
without seeing other students work

• Grade, even if only for participation
• Use a rubric for more serious grading
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Harmonize Discussion Board
•  Multiple Milestones (due dates)
• Ability to Use Text and Video for posts, comments, replies
• Auto-grading available
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Harmonize – video-based content
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Harmonize – text-based content
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Voicethread Discussion
• Useful for Conversational Discussions rather than formal
• Conversation is threaded
• Students can comment/reply in text, audio, or video
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Create a Voicethread Assignment
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Allows for Grading
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Comment-type Grading
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Discussion Focused
Starts with Instructor’s materials
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Example
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Slides created by 
Instructor with initial 
commentary

Student Comments 
by Video or Audio

Student Reply by 
Video or Audio
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Perusall
• Useful for conversations around a text
• Starts with a document
• Start by creating your Perusall “Course”
• This tool does NOT need to be visible to students
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Setup the Course and Assignments
• Within Perusall

• Load your content into the library
• Add Assignments based on documents (or videos, or web sites)
• Return to Blackboard to create links to these assignments
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Persuall – Student Interaction with a Document
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Persuall – Student Interaction with a Document
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Resource links
• Padlet https://tech.rochester.edu/padlet/
• Perusall https://tech.rochester.edu/perusall/
• Panopto Video Quiz https://tech.rochester.edu/services/panopto/
• Harmonize https://tech.rochester.edu/harmonize/
• Voicethread https://tech.rochester.edu/services/blackboard-voicethread-

discussion-board/
• Zoom https://tech.rochester.edu/services/zoom/
• Qwickly Attendance https://tech.rochester.edu/qwickly-attendance/
• Poll Everywhere https://tech.rochester.edu/services/polling-poll-everywhere/

https://tech.rochester.edu/padlet/
https://tech.rochester.edu/perusall/
https://tech.rochester.edu/services/panopto/
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https://tech.rochester.edu/services/blackboard-voicethread-discussion-board/
https://tech.rochester.edu/services/zoom/
https://tech.rochester.edu/qwickly-attendance/
https://tech.rochester.edu/qwickly-attendance/
https://tech.rochester.edu/qwickly-attendance/
https://tech.rochester.edu/services/polling-poll-everywhere/
https://tech.rochester.edu/services/polling-poll-everywhere/
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https://tech.rochester.edu/services/polling-poll-everywhere/
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Questions?
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